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Athletes that are currently 
beginning winter sports are 
preparing for a season like no other, 
in which there are mask mandates, 
no spectator rules and a limited 
schedule. Despite all of the 
restrictions, the overwhelming 
emotion felt by the athletes 
returning to play was excitement. 
“This opportunity provides us with 
some sense of normalcy”, says Lili 
Hobday. “It allows us to be around 
our friends which feels like a breath 
of fresh air after only seeing our 
families”. Hobday, a Junior forward 
on the girls basketball team, earned 
All-Conference honors last season 
as a sophomore while averaging 
13.5 points & 5 rebounds per game. 
She is widely regarded as one of the 
top players in the conference. 
“Sports allow us to work together 
towards a common goal, and we’re 
really lucky to have that opportunity 
this year”.  
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Hobday isn’t the only athlete 
entering the season with a 
positive mindset. Senior wrestler 
and team leader Crown Htoo was 
relieved to hear that they would 
be wrestling in masks. “It keeps 
us safe from COVID” he said. 
“Plus sometimes the guys we 
have to wrestle have bad breath, 
this way we don’t have to smell it” 
he added with a smile. Overall, 
the wrestlers came back in full 
force. Htoo joins the dynamic 
brother duo of Po Si Si and Kyaw 
Htway who are both expected to 
have State Tournament level 
seasons. Coach Brad 
Novacheck is also happy with the 
restrictions. “Athletics provide an 
opportunity to teach life lessons. 
One of those lessons are that 
doing the little things matter. By 
teaching the guys about wearing 
the masks while wrestling, we 
can show them how little acts 
help everyone”.  

The Girls Basketball Team 
and the wrestlers aren’t the 
only two groups looking 
forward to the upcoming 
season. Keith Pabon couldn’t 
wait to get into the gym to 
compete with his classmates. 
The Boys Basketball program 
looks strong, fielding three 
teams this winter. Keith is big 
contributor returning from last 
season, and has high 
expectations for his senior 
year. “We’ve got a great group 
of guys this year. We’re fast, 
and our run and gun style is 
going to be tough to beat”. 
Pabon says. “We truly believe 
we can win the conference 
this season. We’re happy we 
get the chance to prove 
ourselves this season”.  
 
While there is still a “no 
spectator” policy when it 
comes to athletics, there will 
still be opportunities to cheer 
on the Hawks from a distance. 
Every SPPS event will be 
livestreamed and available for 
a small fee, similar to paying 
for a ticket as one would for a 
live event. More details 
regarding the live-streams will 
come out shortly. Go Hawks!  

 


